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Quotes with Character 
A quote a day for wisdom, penmanship and conversation 

 
Quotes with Character was originally designed for our own children. Always liking to “kill two birds with 
one stone,” we wanted a handwriting exercise that fills a child’s mind with good things. I scoured a wide 
variety of sources for quotes that are suitable for children and that best reflect biblical  
values. The result is Quotes with Character, featuring a quote for every school day (180), plus a few ex-
tra for good measure. Find an index of topics and character issues in the back of the book. 

Why use quotes? 

1. To Gain Wisdom:  A child has had little opportu-
nity to gather his own wisdom. In fact, many expo-
sures to popular culture and other children do the 
opposite. Nurture your child’s mind with history’s wise 
thoughts. The book of Proverbs distills kernels of 
great truth into a few words, and it is readily avail-
able to most. Quotes with Character expands that 
concept by drawing also from the wisdom of great 
men and women through the ages, who wrote short, 
pithy sayings consistent with Biblical truth. These 
sayings are easily remembered and will, I pray, play 
on our children’s “mind tapes” all through their lives.   

 
 
I did include a few Bible verses, for I couldn’t resist, 
but the majority of quotes are from other sources. 

2. To Practice Penmanship: Writing a quote by hand 
reinforces the words on the mind and helps the child 
internalize the concept—making it a part of who they 
are. How better to practice? 

3. To Daily Bless Others: The ability to access wise 
sayings from one’s “mental bank” is an aid to good 
conversation and a blessing to others. 

- Derri Smith 
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How to Use this Book 
 
Select a quote for today –This book is designed to last through an en-
tire school year. Choose the quote you feel is most beneficial for your 
child this day. There is no need to go in the order shown here. You can 
keep track of which quotes you have used by placing a check mark in 
the box to the left of the quote. Required school attendance in many 
U.S. states is 180 days per year. This book provides you with 201 
quotes, so you can choose the ones that best reflect your family values 
and which suit the particular training needs of your child(ren). 
 

Copy the quote – Have your child copy the quote into a notebook or into a section of a notebook set aside 
for that purpose. 
 
Discuss the meaning – Discuss the meaning of the quote before your child copies it, and/or make it a topic 
of discussion at the family dinner table.  
 
Memorize the quote – You may wish to require your child to memorize some or all of the quotes assigned 
and to recite them for the family. Learning is enhanced if parents use some of the quotes at appropriate 
times. For example, when a child comes to you unable to find the hairbrush or scissors, you might re-
spond, “I always put my things away, that I may find them another day.” After hearing that saying 
enough times, the “tape” plays in the child’s head, so you need not say it. 
 
Please note: In most cases, non-Bible proverbs (or sayings) are a part of our culture, and the originator is 
unknown. Where the source is known, credit is given, including brief biographical information. 
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F 60.  Money never made a man happy yet, nor will it. There is nothing in 
its nature to produce happiness. The more a man has, the more he 
wants. Instead of its filling a vacuum, it makes one. Benjamin Franklin   
(1706-1790)  American statesman, inventor,  scientist,  printer,  musician and  
philosopher 

F 61.  Learn from yesterday, live for today and hope for tomorrow.  
Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826) third President of the United States and author of 
the Declaration of Independence 

F 62. He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep, to gain what he cannot 
lose. Jim Elliot  (1927-1956) Christian martyred at the hands of the Auca tribe 
in South America 

F 63.  It is easier to do a job right than to explain why you didn't.  
Martin Van Buren (1782-1862) eighth President of the United States  
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Index of Topics 
 

Actions 125 
Advice 140, 194 
Anger 12, 146, 167 
Appreciation 71, 166 
Arguing 15, 160 
Attitude 155, 178, 197 
Beauty 192 
Boasting 187, 193 
Carefulness 10, 63, 85, 149 
Character 23, 45, 78, 86, 118, 127, 147 
Cheerfulness 21, 155, 178, 183, 197 
Choices 37, 58, 59, 62, 85, 123, 163 
Companions 144, 146 
Compassion 66, 94, 112 
Complaining 28, 66, 74, 178, 197 
Conscience 107, 127, 129 
Contentment 28, 74, 134, 166, 178, 185, 197 
Discernment 115, 148, 188 
Discretion 173 
Education 182 
Esteeming others 29, 31, 71, 98, 184, 198 
Example 125, 135 
Excellence 22, 24, 63, 169, 199 
Faith/Faithlessness 8, 90, 95, 133 
Father 87 

Fear 181 
Following the crowd 101, 119, 144, 165, 176 
Forbearance 12, 66, 70, 82, 103 
Foresight 189 
Forgiveness 51 
Friendship/Friendliness 17, 21, 35, 49, 76, 80, 95, 99, 108, 

112, 114, 119, 131, 144, 145, 164 
Generosity 16, 67 
Giving 16 
Goals 168 
God 9, 14, 23, 81, 90, 110, 172 
Good Deeds 8, 51, 73, 94, 195 
Gossip 50, 64, 98 
Government 52, 56, 153 
Gratefulness (or Gratitude) 11, 67, 71, 84 
Greed 16, 46, 60 
Habits 113, 122, 157, 179 
Haste (or Hurry) 10, 91, 169 
Home 34, 139 
Humility 29, 83, 109, 159, 193 
Initiative 6, 22, 36, 40, 88, 136 
Kindness 8, 66, 76, 94, 100, 195 
Learning (and/or Knowledge) 53. 54, 55, 111 
Learning from mistakes 18, 61, 111 
Liberty 56 
Lies 4, 59, 65, 80 
Life 172 
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Listening 97, 190 
Love 2, 14, 31, 51, 76, 81, 94, 108, 124, 145, 198 
Making wise judgments 25, 85 
Money 47, 60, 106, 130, 132 
Mother 84 
Obedience 186 
Optimism 200 
Orderliness 3, 75, 151 
Overlooking faults 2, 31, 70 
Patience 26, 142 
Peacefulness 15, 129 
Perseverance 1, 7, 39, 89, 91, 113, 116, 128 
Potential 128, 177, 196 
Practice 1 
Praise 158 
Prayer 44 
Pride 9, 83, 162 
Priorities 20, 62, 105 
Procrastination 136, 179 
Protection 173 
Prudence 85, 117, 126, 137, 138, 141, 149, 189 
Reputation 114 
Responsibility 43, 143 
Self-control 13, 70, 79, 93, 146, 167, 174, 175 
Serving others 8, 94, 97, 102, 161, 195 

Small beginnings 128, 196 
Speech 13, 30, 32, 41, 59, 64, 77, 100, 103, 120, 174, 175, 
201 
Standing for what is right 33, 49, 62, 156, 163,  
Stewardship 42, 132 
Stubbornness 104  
Suffering 39, 48, 49, 58, 62, 66, 69, 147 
Talents 180 
Teachableness 104, 109, 121, 143, 194 
Temptation 37, 68 
Theft 183 
Thoughts 96 
Thrift 38, 42, 47, 132, 137 
Time 92, 136, 154 
Truthfulness/Honesty 4, 27, 57, 65, 159 
Vanity 118, 152, 158, 
Wishful thinking 19 
Work 5, 22, 24, 42, 63, 102, 110, 137, 150. 171, 199 
Worry 44, 48, 72, 170, 181 

Index of Topics, continued 
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Index of Sources 
Adams, Abigail (1744-1818) First Lady; Wife of U.S. President 

John Adams…54 
Aesop,  legendary Greek fabulist thought to have been born 

around 620 B.C…18, 19, 91, 117, 165, 176, 188 
Alcott, Louisa May (1832-1888) American author, best known for 

her novel Little Women…69 
Aristotle (384-322 B.C.) Greek philosopher…22 
Augustine (340-430) Christian philosopher and theologian…14 
Bell, Alexander Graham (1847-1922) American inventor and 

teacher of the deaf, most famous for his invention of the 
telephone…58 

Bible…15, 16, 76, 81, 103, 108, 130, 145, 146, 186, 199 
Bonhoeffer, Dietrich (1906-1945) German Christian whose 

involvement in a plot to overthrow Adolf Hitler led to his 
imprisonment and execution…97, 172 

Borge, Victor (1909-2000) Danish-born comic/pianist…21 
Bunyan, John ,(1628-1688) author of the allegory, Pilgrim’s 

Progress, written in prison…129 
Burke, Edmund (1729-1797) Member of British Parliament…

156, 196 
Carmichael, Amy (1867-1951) Irish Christian, missionary to 

India…93 
Carnegie, Dale (1888-1955) author of How to Win Friends and 

Influence People...35 
Carney, Julia A. Fletcher (1824-1908) American poet...100, 113 

Chaucer (1340s - 1400) English poet best known for The Canter-
bury Tales 6, 171 

Christ, Jesus, Son of God….16, 108 
Coolidge, Calvin (1872-1933) 30th President of the United 

States…86 
Dickenson, Emily (1830-1886) American lyric poet…94 
Disraeli, Benjamin (1804-1881) Prime Minister of England…55, 

96, 111, 151 
Dukes, Andy, background unknown  
Edison, Thomas Alva (1847-1931) American inventor…89 
Elliot, Jim (1927-1956) Christian martyred at the hands of the 

Auca tribe in South America…62 
Ellis, Henry, background unknown…28 
Emerson, Ralph Walso (1803-1882)  American essayist and 

poet…17 
Frances of Assisi (1181 or 1182-1226) Italian Christian…51 
Franklin, Benjamin (1706-1790) American statesman, inventor, 

scientist, printer, musician and philosopher…10, 56, 60, 
164, 173, 174, 179, 181 

Galileo (1564-1642) Italian physicist and astronomer 53 
Goldsmith, Oliver (1728-1774) author of The Vicar of Wakefield…

195 
Harris, Sydney J., background unknown…191 
Herbert, George (1593-1633) English poet…183 
Heywood, John (1497-?) English Dramatist…5 
Hughey, Bob, current day servant of God…198 
Jefferson, Thomas (1743-1826) third president of the United 
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States and author of the Declaration of Independence…37, 
57, 61, 141 

Keats, John (1795-1821) English poet…192 
Keller, Helen (1880-1968) American author and lecturer, blind 

and deaf from the age of 18 months…39, 74, 105, 147 
Kelly, W. K., background unknown…34 
Kipling, Rudyard (1865-1936) English writer and Nobel Laure-

ate…31 
Lincoln, Abraham (1809-1865) 16th President of the United 

States…24, 41, 43, 45, 84, 178 
Madison, James (1751-1836) fourth president of the United 

States…153 
Martin, Judith, author of books about manners…82 
Macdonald, George (1824-1905) Scottish author…95 
Malory, Sir Thomas (1405-1497) English author best known for 

Le Morte d’Arthur, about King Arthur and the Knights of the 
Round Table…134 

Moody, Dwight L. (1837-1899) prominent American evangelist…
9, 78 

Norris, W. E. (1847-1925) British author…64 
Otis, James (1725-1783) American colonial political leader…52 
Paine, Thomas (1737-1809) American political philosopher…49 
Penn, William (1644-1718) leading figure among the English 

Quakers and founder of the American colony of Pennsyl-
vania…50 

Plato, circa (428-347 B.C.) Greek philosopher…30 
Pope, Alexander (1688-1744) English poet…193 
Rogers, Will (1879-1935) American entertainer, famous for his 

homespun humor…79 
Scott, Sir Walter (1771-1832) Scottish novelist and poet…65 
Shakespeare, William (1564-1616) English playwright and 

poet…11, 26, 47, 59, 66, 68, 88, 116, 127 
Smiles, Samuel (1812-1904) Scottish author…75 
Stanhope, Phillip Dormer (1694-1773) Earl of Chesterfield, 

author of Letters to His Son…92, 169 
Stevenson, Robert Louis (1850-1894) Scottish novelist, essayist 

and poet…190 
Talmud, (compilation of Jewish oral law)…33 
Ten Boom, Corrie (1892-1983) Dutch Christian who wrote of her 

experiences in a WWII concentration camp in The Hiding 
Place…44, 72, 90, 133 

Tennyson, Alfred Lord (1809-1892) English poet…4 
Tolkien, J.R.R. (1892-1973) best known as author of The Hobbit 

and The Lord of the Rings…36 
Tobin, John, background unknown…152 
Van Buren, Martin (1782-1862) eighth President of the United 

States…63 
Washington, Booker T. (1856-1915) Educator and Reformer; 

born a slave; first president and principle developer of 
Tuskegee Normal and Industrial Institute and an influential 
spokesman for black Americans…184 

Washington, George (1732-1799) first President of the United 

Index of Sources, continued 
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States…99 
Washington, Martha (1731-1802) first First Lady, wife of George 

Washington…197 
Wesley, John (1703-1791) English theologian and evangelist…

73 
Wilkerson, David, current day, founder of Teen Challenge, now 

called World Challenge, written of in The Cross and the 
Switchblade…124 

Yeats, William Butler (1865-1939) Irish poet…182 
 
 

Index of Sources, continued Index of National Origin 
American (U.S.)  9, 10, 17, 24, 37, 39, 41, 43, 45, 49, 50, 52, 

54, 56, 57, 58, 60, 61, 62, 63, 69 , 74, 78, 79, 82, 84, 86, 
89, 94, 99, 100, 105, 113, 141, 147, 153, 164, 173, 174, 
178, 179, 181, 184, 196, 197 

Arabian 122 
Bosnian 80 
Chinese 70, 77 
Danish 22 
Dutch 44, 72, 90, 133 
English 1,2, 3, 5, 11, 13, 26, 27, 31, 36, 47, 55, 59, 64, 65, 66, 

68, 73, 88, 92,  96, 111, 116, 127, 129, 134, 151, 156, 
169, 171, 183, 187, 192, 193 

German 97, 168, 172 
Greek 18, 19, 22, 30, 91, 117, 165, 176, 188 
Irish 46, 93, 182 
Italian 51, 53, 121 
Japanese 185 
Korean 12 
Persian 87 
Russian 120 
Scottish 75, 95, 166, 190 
Spanish 83 
Swedish 167, 170 



Using Quotes with Character™ 
 
Select a quote for today –With 201 quotes, this book is designed to 
last through an entire school year. Choose the quote you feel is most 
beneficial for your child this day.  
 
Copy the quote – Have your child copy the quote into a notebook. 
 
Discuss the meaning – Discuss the meaning of the quote before your 
child copies it, and/or make it a topic of discussion at family time. 
 
Memorize the quote – Have your child memorize the quote and recite 
it for the family.  

Conversation with Character™ 
The popular language arts curriculum for training your 
children in the art of conversation. 
� Making children ambassadors (of parents and of 

God) 
� Building confidence for any conversational setting 
� Organized for easy use 
� Beneficial for all ages 
� Fun activities  
 

I Remember Mama 
How will your children remember their early years 
with Mama? 

Bethany Grace Smith compiles a treasure trove of 
over 50 simple activities from her own childhood that 
any mother can use to make happy, wholesome 
memories with little ones. 

Convenient pocket-size, spiral-bound flip book. 

Also from Sweet Home Press at sweethomepress.com / 1-615-380-2060 
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